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Editor’s Letter
In recent years we have seen a more realistic projection 
of the legal profession thrust into the spotlight following 
the phenomenal rise in the popularity of televised crime 
documentaries. As discussed in our legal feature on page 8, 
these real-life cases – from Amanda Knox to Steven Avery 
– elevated the key players to a celebrity status not seen 
since Robert Kardashian’s involvement in the O.J. Simpson 
case. Furthermore, it has highlighted the complexities and 
expertise involved as oftentimes even the viewing public 
appear to be split when passing judgment.

Although this fascination typically relates to criminal law, 
it has led to a greater appreciation of the role of the legal 
profession in general. We are delighted to see more people 
able to recognise that cases are often not ‘black and white’ 
and that there is a high level of skill involved – whether it is 
something as basic as showing empathy towards the client 
to understanding the right case law precedent to utilise. It 
also identifies the importance of other aspects such as the 
ability to work alongside experts (both legal and subjective) 
as well as developing their own expertise in such a way 
that they themselves become de facto authorities on the 
subjects they are involved with. Whether it is in recognition 
of excellence in immigration law or those practising 
within competition and anti trust, we have taken all of the 
intricacies relating to their specialisation into consideration 
when choosing the winners for our Legal Awards.

This past year has provided a particularly challenging 
landscape for the legal profession. In the aftermath of the 
Brexit vote, many major firms began operating 24-hour 
hotlines to deal with the surging demand for related legal 
advice. Although the passage of time has enabled firms to 
implement contingency plans, the uncertainty regarding 
the specific nature of legislative changes continues to eat 
up many firms valuable time. 

In addition, cybersecurity has emerged as a hot topic 
following another spate of high profile data breaches 
including international organisations such as Japanese 
car manufacturer Nissan and Aadhaar, India’s national ID 
database. Law firms have also been at risk in recent times, 
most notably the hacking of Mossack Fonseca and Appleby 
– two of the world’s biggest offshore law firms – which led 
to the infamous Panama and Paradise Paper leaks. The UK 
Government has identified cybercrime as a Tier 1 threat to 
national security, which is the same rating given to terrorism. 
Data protection is also on the agenda for the European 
Union with businesses operating across the region having 
needed to ready themselves for the introduction of the new 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that recently 
came into effect following four years of efforts to update an 
out-dated regulation to meet the emerging challenges of 
the 21st century.

All of this comes against the backdrop of increased 
competition on the legal market as well as developments 
in the way legal procedures are brought forward such as 
the introduction of Online Dispute Resolution methods. As 
a result, we believe that the ability to stand out from the 
crowd in such a challenging and competitive environment 
is a testament to the strength of each and every one of our 
chosen winners.

James Drakeford
Editor in Chief
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Steven Avery,
Image: Netflix
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Netflix’s true crime series have been catapulted into 
the spotlight with its real life documentaries that 
explore some of this century’s most controversial and 
well-known cases. Most notably, the streaming service 
made headlines with Making a Murderer, a 10-part 
documentary which examines the prosecution and 
conviction of Steven Avery for the sexual assault and 
murder of Teresa Halbach. Its highly anticipated eight-
part documentary about the disappearance of British 
child Madeleine McCann in Portugal in 2007 is expected 
to garner similar attention when it is released later this 
year. Met with critical acclaim and a catalyst for criticism, 
Netflix are catering to our desire to delve into the world’s 
most curious of cases, bringing on-going and unsolved 
mysteries back into the public eye and reigniting the 
endless discussion and debate surrounding them. 
Such documentaries inevitably result in repercussions 
whether that be backlash towards the filmmakers, or as 
in the instance of Making a Murderer, a re-examination of 
Avery’s original trial and sentence that has also since seen 
him being represented by Kathleen Zellner, an attorney 
specialising in wrongful conviction advocacy as his fight 
to prove his innocence continues. Zellner has filed an 
appeal for another trial and naturally her involvement 
in proceedings will be documented in a second series 
of the programme. The murders of Teresa Halbach 
and disappearance of Madeleine McCann are cases 
where suspicious characters, questionable evidence 
and unusual circumstances have evoked worldwide 
media frenzy as the details of each case unfold in front 
of our eyes. Even in an age of fake news and lengthy 
inquiries into press standards, the media continues to 
have a dominating presence in our society but when 
it is so intrinsically embroiled with criminal law and all 
those involved are subject to intense scrutiny, one must 
wonder is anyone ever guaranteed the right to a fair trial 
and how can fact be separated from sensationalised 
media rhetoric?

Crime fiction novels and gritty television series that 
follow no-nonsense detectives and unscrupulous lawyers 
have long been sources of entertainment but with the 
increasing presence of these true crime documentaries 
featuring in-depth interviews with the accused, victims, 
police department, attorneys and anyone else considered 
important, instead of hiring actors for often exaggerated 
reconstructions, have given audiences a new fix for Netflix 
binging sessions. Nonetheless, Making a Murderer went 
beyond being just an ordinary crime documentary, rather 
it led to public outrage at the decision to convict Avery for 
murder, a petition to the White House asking to pardon 
him, and Avery being represented by a new lawyer seeking 
to overturn the ruling. While the series has been hit with 
controversy and criticism, notably from prosecutor Ken 
Kratz, the publicity that has been generated and the 
reinterest in the case and appointment of Zellner to 
Avery’s defence would probably not have been possible 
without streaming giant Netflix choosing to release the 
10 years of footage compiled by filmmakers Moira Demos 
and Laura Ricciardi in the form of a 10-part documentary. 
When spending a considerable amount of time following 
the story of Avery, beginning with his exoneration for the 
sexual assault and attempted murder of Penny Beernsten 
and subsequently filing a $36 million civil lawsuit against 
Manitowoc County for his 18 year conviction, one must 
consider the intentions of the filmmakers and Netflix’s 
decision to release the documentary: Was it merely 
for entertainment purposes or was there always the 
underlying objective that by thrusting a conviction based 
upon doubt and shrouded with conspiracy theories into 
the limelight that it would result in a retrial? Demos and 
Ricciardi were two film studies graduates fresh out of 
university when they spotted the arrest of Steven Avery 
for the murder of Teresa Halbach and were compelled 
to follow events. In an interview with IndieWire, Demos 
commented that “we felt like we were capturing 
something like, if we didn’t tell this full and in-depth story, 
that it would be lost”. 

From Making a Murderer to Madeleine McCann:  
Shining the Spotlight on Criminal Law



10     Legal Awards 2017/18

This same sentiment cannot necessarily be echoed with 
the upcoming eight-part series about the disappearance 
of Madeleine McCann. Many of us were unaware of 
Steven Avery and his trial and tribulations until Making 
a Murderer, whereas the disappearance of Madeleine 
McCann has already dominated headlines across the world 
and received substantial coverage with several books, 
documentaries and other projects having already studied 
the on-going investigation. We have already had the facts 
presented to us, examined by experts and regurgitated 
by reporters across a range of platforms, which begs the 
question what will be the purpose of the forthcoming 
documentary? Madeleine’s parents, Gerry and Kate 
McCann, who have also been implicated as suspects in 
their daughter’s disappearance, have refused to take part 
in the programme hence this will not provide them with 
the opportunity to further deny their involvement nor 
will there be a great reveal where we finally learn of what 
happened in Praia da Luz in 2007. What it will do is bring 
the investigation back into the spotlight and following 
the extraordinary events that have come out of Making a 
Murderer who knows what the repercussions may be. 

With Making a Murderer, or any other true crime 
documentary for that matter, one must remember that 
these are incredibly complex cases that are the result of 
years of investigation, mountains of paperwork, heaps 
of evidence and many in and out of court battles, and 
therefore a TV series, no matter how in depth, is capable 
of covering every aspect of the case. Nevertheless, they 
do certainly challenge perceptions and raise questions 
about the criminal justice system. At first glance of the 
Avery case, it seemed like it was a straightforward and 
clear cut decision for the jury to find him guilty: Teresa 
Halbach’s SUV was found on the Avery family’s property 
with Avery’s blood in it, her vehicle keys were discovered 
in his bedroom as well as other evidence, including his 
nephew Brendan Dassey confessing he helped Avery kill 
and dispose of the body, all explicitly pointing towards 
Avery being the culprit. However, through the creation 
of this documentary Avery’s continuous claim that he 
is innocent and the victim of a set up and his defence’s 
staunch allegations of evidence tampering to frame him, 
make the wild conspiracy that the police and Manitowoc 
County have set up the man they had previously wrongly 
convicted suddenly seems plausible. Commenting on 
the situation of events, Avery’s new attorney Zellner has 
declared that: “the deeper we dig into the Avery conviction, 
the more evidence we uncover of his innocence… Giving 
up on his case would be accepting that someone else 
got away with murder and our justice system is just too 
incompetent, indifferent and/or inflexible to recognise 
this huge mistake and rectify it”. Kate and Gerry McCann with a picture of their daughter

Image: REUTERS
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Even though Making a Murderer was filmed over a 
period of 10 years and seemingly paints an accurate 
and detailed portrayal of events, it has come under fire 
for leaving out key information about Avery’s character 
and evidence that led the jury to finding him guilty. 
Furthermore, the original documentary prompted 
prosecutor Ken Kratz to release his own book entitled: 
Avery: The Case Against Steven Avery and What “Making 
a Murderer” gets wrong. He affirms that the programme 
leaves out important information, including Avery 
making three calls to Halbach before her murder and 
“creeping her out”, torturing a cat when he was younger 
and admitting when he was in prison that he wanted 
to build a torture chamber. In an interview with People 
Crime, Mr Kratz boldly remarked that: “you don’t want 
to muddy up a perfectly good conspiracy movie with 
what actually happened”. Interestingly, we have since 
learnt that filmmaker Shawn Rech (A Murder in the 
Park) is making a counter documentary series entitled 
Convicting a Murderer, to tell the story of the trial from 
the prosecution’s perspective.

This again raises the question about the authority of 
these documentaries and the reasons behind Netflix’s 
decision to broadcast them. Two separate filmmakers are 
offering two separate biases. However, if the filmmakers 
were to include every single piece of evidence that had 
been presented across the duration of the investigation 
and interview everyone who had ever come into contact 
with Avery in order to develop a balanced and accurate 
character profile of him, it would make for a long and 
laborious documentary that perhaps would not have 
received the same viewing figures and worldwide 
attention that it has gained since its premiere in 2015. 

Similarly, another Netflix true crime documentary 
featuring an in-depth interview with Amanda Knox 
received substantial criticism. Knox was arrested and 
charged twice for the murder of British student Meredith 
Kercher in 2007 in Italy and was eventually acquitted 
following several appeals, yet her claim of complete 
innocence and account of what happened 11 years ago 
still remains clouded with doubt. This was yet another 
criminal case that captured the world’s attention and 
stimulated a media frenzy with many journalists and 
paparazzi latching on to Knox’s every move, analysing 
her body language intently to indicate that she was 
somehow involved in Kercher’s death. This particular 
documentary is comprised of interviews with Knox, her 
ex-boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito, who was also charged 
with murder, and Italian prosecutor Giuliano Mignini, 
seemingly offering a fair and well-balanced version of 
events. Nevertheless, it does fail to interview Rudy Guede, 
the man who is currently behind bars serving a sentence 
for the sexual assault and murder of Kercher despite 
repeatedly professing his innocence and retaining that 
Knox was somehow connected to her death. Is his story 
not as worthy as Knox’s? Does he not deserve to have 
his bout for innocence re-examined in the same way 
that Steven Avery has had following Making a Murderer? 
If the makers of these programmes want to refocus the 
attention on these controversial cases and come across as 
being unbiased, then surely they must cover all aspects 
of the case rather than cherry picking what they believe 
will give the show the most success and provoke the best 
reactions. Amanda Knox

Image: Netflix
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“Every accused has the right to a fair trial” but when 
such cases attract a large amount of attention and are 
brought back into the public eye under the watchful 
gaze of a production crew, it is difficult to adhere how 
the accused can ever be subject to a fair trial and how 
any juror will not have been influenced in some shape 
or form by the media circus surrounding proceedings. 
One only needs to hark back to the O.J. Simpson murder 
trial to understand the term “Trial by Media”. Making a 
Murderer will in fact be returning for a second series as it 
follows on from where the last series finished, featuring 
Kathleen Zellner as she aims to request for a new 
trial, a motion that has since being denied in October 
2017. The hiring of Kathleen Zellner, one of the most 
successful attorneys’ in the United States for overturning 
wrongful convictions, is a prime example of how lawyers 
are elevated to celebrity status, becoming household 
names. With amplified hysteria it can be easy to forget 
that behind the monopoly of Netflix this is real life and 
these are real people who will suffer the consequences. 
While you cannot deny Zellner’s track history and her 
commitment to righting the wrongs in the US criminal 
justice system, is it appropriate that her work is splashed 
across screens and will it now encourage other lawyers 
to come forward at a shot of offering their spin on other 
highly publicised cases? 

The verdict is out on Making a Murderer. Do we accept 
that the TV series is an accurate and impartial portrayal 
of events that brings to the forefront polemics such as 
the planting of evidence and the treatment of minors 
in custody or do we listen to Kratz and other critics who 
claim that it leaves out too much crucial information to 
be considered seriously? Likewise, will the new Madeleine 
McCann documentary be another fruitless attempt at 
pointing the blame at her parents or will it offer us a fresh 
perspective on an investigation that seems to have been 
exhausted from every angle? One thing that is for certain 
is that these documentaries have allowed us all to become 
armchair detectives and participate as a juror on real life 
scenarios. While the media and the law have always been 
intrinsically linked to each other, Making a Murderer has 
changed the game and leaves us wondering how many 
other aspiring documentary makers will be inspired to 
delve into controversial cases as a chance to shine the 
spotlight on the flaws of a system. When we live in an era 
when there is so much access and sharing of information 
and we broadcast a large part of our lives on social media, 
it is increasingly the norm for the media to be heavily 
invested in criminal cases. True crime documentaries 
provide us with a snapshot, albeit a detailed snapshot, 
of some of the most complex cases of this century and 
present legal and non-legal professionals alike with a new 
way of engaging in criminal law. 

“With amplified hysteria it can 
be easy to forget that behind the 

monopoly of Netflix this is real life 
and these are real people who will 

suffer the consequences.“



Snapshot: A Look at Gun Control in the United States

The US’ Gun Culture in Figures

5 Largest Mass Shootings in the US

Mass Shootings

Pressure is building for increased gun control in the United States following a recent 
bout of devastating mass shootings. In this Snapshot we highlight some of the most 
telling statistics and explore the latest developments as the movement in favour of 
increased gun control begins to gain momentum.

•	 Estimated 265 million guns in the US

•	 Americans own almost 50% of the world’s civilian guns

•	 4 out of 10 Americans say they either own a gun or live in a household with 
a gun 

•	 39% are happy with current laws while 46% believe they should be stricter

•	 The US has most guns per capita than any other country 

•	 The US has highest school related shootings 

•	 White male adults most likely to own a gun 

•	 “Protection” cited as most common reason to own a gun 

1. Las Vegas Shooting, 1 October 2017, 59 Deaths (inc. perpetrator)

2. Orlando Nightclub Shooting, 12 June 2016, 50 Deaths (inc. perpetrator)

3. Virginia Tech Shooting, 16 April 2007, 33 Deaths (inc. perpetrator)

4. Sandy Hook Elementary School, 14 December 2012, 28 Deaths (inc. perpetrator)

5. Sutherland Springs Church Shooting, 5 November 2017, 27 Deaths (inc. perpetrator)

The Gun Violence Archive defines a mass shooting as: “four or more shot and/or killed in a single event 
[incident], at the same general time and location not including the shooter.”

Since 1982, there have been a recorded 90 mass shootings in the US

The US represents 31% of mass shootings in the world 

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people 
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”



Post-Parkland

Trump’s Flip-Flop 

20181

1.  Correct as of 26 April 2018.
Sources: CNN, Gun Violence Archive, Foreign Policy, Everytown, The Guardian, Giffords Law Centre to Prevent Gun Violence

•	 New gun control measures have been passed in 2 US States that will allow police 
to temporarily seize firearms from people deemed to be a danger to themselves 
or others.

•	 At least 3 Republican governors have signed gun violence restraining orders

•	 18 gun control laws or measures have been passed in 12 states

•	 A new gun control bill – named after former Vice President Joe Biden’s late son, 
Beau – was submitted to the office of Democratic Governor John Carney’s office 
in April 2018

•	 In his book: The America We Deserve released in 2000: “I generally oppose gun control, but I support the ban on 
assault weapons and I support a slightly longer waiting period to purchase a gun.”

•	 February 2017: Trump scraps Obama regulation to prevent those with mental illnesses from acquiring a gun 

•	 14 February 2018: Stoneman Douglas High School Mass Shooting (Parkland Shooting)

•	 22 February 2018: Tweeted: “I will be strongly pushing Comprehensive Background Checks with an emphasis on 
Mental Health. Raise age to 21 and end sale of Bump Stocks!”

•	 Following Parkland Shooting, Trump proposes arming teachers with guns 

•	 12 March 2018: Tweeted: “Very strong improvement and strengthening of background checks will be fully backed 
by White House. Legislation moving forward. Bump Stocks will soon be out. Highly trained expert teachers will be 
allowed to conceal carry, subject to State Law. Armed guards OK, deterrent!......”

•	 28 March 2018: Tweeted: “THE SECOND AMMENDMENT WILL NEVER BE REPEALED”

2018 alone has seen 18,085 gun related incidents of them 72 have been 
mass shootings resulting in an overall death toll of 4, 543

Largest mass shooting: Stoneman Douglas High School (Parkland Shooting) 
where 17 people were killed and 17 wounded 

Following the mass shooting there have been several large demonstrations 
across the US in protest of current gun control laws 

•	 Number of gun related incidents in 2018: 18,085 

•	 Number of deaths: 4,543

•	 Number of injuries: 7,907

•	 Number of shootings occurring in schools: 20
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HOW WE CHOOSE THE WINNERS

Landmark Achievements/Cases

The legal sector is a results-driven business and in deter-
mining our winners we evaluate the firm or individuals 
three most important cases over the past year. The Corpo-
rate LiveWire judging panel particularly looks for ground-
breaking cases that achieve new case law precedent or 
set record-breaking fines. We also look at an individual 
or firm’s success rate. The nominee may not have had a 
particular standout case but have instead been consist-
ent in their endeavours. However, we would not rule out 
those who have hampered their success rate by taking on 
a difficult challenge whether it be limiting the scalability 
of damage in defeat or gallantly fighting against the odds 
in a ‘David vs. Goliath’ scenario.

Complexity of Work

The digital age comes with a diverse range of logistical 
issues which directly impact the legal sector, not least 
those that can arise from conflicting jurisdiction, loopholes 
and a lack of explicit governance on a variety of topics. 
This makes it increasingly vital that legal entities weigh 
in on potential issues. The Corporate LiveWire judging 
panel looks for those professionals who are helping to 
craft new policy and create precedent, thereby creating 
new laws or governance systems which can help protect 
both businesses and the public. This category is not only 
assessed on its efficiency but how each nominee creates 
services which can meet the niche and often difficult 
challenges faced by the modern client. 

Products and Services

The ever-expanding nature of the legal profession dic-
tates that niche and speciality practices are required to 
match societal and technological changes. At the most 
basic level, the Corporate LiveWire judging panel expects 
that firms and individuals should be the best in their field 
or specialism, developing their abilities to match and ex-
ceed new challenges and changes facing the legal sphere. 
Quality, efficiency and delivery are all assessed; each divi-
sion, team and individual judged on their own merits to 
find those that excel and provide exceptional or unique 
services which can better serve clients.

Resources

The impact of globalisation on both businesses and 
individuals has also had a profound impact on the way 
that legal entities now operate. Many firms will now form 
(or join) co-operative organisations to serve their clients in 
matters of cross-border cases or interactions, marking the 
importance of a robust support network to fully serving 
a client’s needs. This may also be reflected in their ability 
to work alongside experts (both legal and subjective) on 
important cases, developing their own expertise in such a 
way that they become de facto authorities on the subjects 
they are involved with. The Corporate LiveWire judging 
panel looks for firms (or individuals) who recognise the 
needs of their clients by building a working relationship 
with professional entities who can assist them in achieving 
success. 
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Service Excellence

What can often distinguish an individual or firm from 
others providing a similar service is the way in which 
customers are dealt with. The Corporate LiveWire judging 
panel pays significant interest to the overall performance 
of a company in terms of satisfying its clientele. The 
judges look into what methods a firm or individual has 
implemented in order to achieve the highest level of 
customer service, in what ways the team go above and 
beyond a customer’s most basic expectations, and how 
this has positively impacted the overall productivity and 
reception of a company. The judges also take notice of 
whether a nominee monitors customer service quality 
with the view to make improvements, or strives to 
improve the skillset and abilities of its own employees to 
best serve the public. 

Industry Recognition

The Corporate LiveWire judging panel value the reputa-
tion a firm, organisation or individual may hold within 
their particular industry. They will take into consideration 
any evidence that the firm has received professional ac-
knowledgement – be it from national award schemes, rel-
evant industry publications, accredited boards, and even 
client testimonials. Whilst we expect the business or firm 
to have the necessary qualifications to carry out its servic-
es, we do keep an eye out for any extra recommendations 
or accredited certificates and/or training which separates 
the business from the crowd. The judges also take notice 
of specific individuals within a company who may occupy 
impressive credentials and recognitions. 
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WINNER LISTINGS

Advanced Education Lawyer of the Year | Canada

Advocate of the Year | UK

Antitrust & Competition Lawyer of the Year | USA

Antitrust Lawyer of the Year | Belgium

Antitrust Lawyer of the Year | Germany

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year | Bahrain

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year | Brazil

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year | Indonesia

Arbitration Law Firm of the Year | India

Auto Accident Lawyer of the Year | USA

Boutique Business Law Firm of the Year | Germany

Boutique Commercial Law Firm of the Year | Malaysia

Boutique Commercial Law Firm of the Year | Germany

Boutique Employment Law Firm of the Year | Australia

Boutique Family Law Firm of the Year | USA

Boutique Full Service Law Firm  
of the Year | Cayman Islands

Boutique Law Firm of the Year | Bangladesh

Boutique Law Firm of the Year | Canada

Boutique Law Firm of the Year | Luxembourg

Boutique Law Firm of the Year | Monaco

Boutique Technology Law Firm  
of the Year | Switzerland

Business Law Firm of the Year | Australia

Business Law Firm of the Year | China

Business Lawyer of the Year | Brazil

Jeffrey J. Lowe

Sean Randall Morris

Stephen Neuwirth 

Peter Camesasca

Petra Linsmeier

Haya Rashed Al Khalifa

Andrade & Fichtner Advogados

KarimSyah Law Firm

JUSCONTRACTUS

Kevin Mahoney

Achsnick Pape Opp

Teh & Lee

Achsnick Pape Opp

Acumen Lawyers

Wolf & Shore, LLC 

Dinner Martin Attorneys

A. S & Associates

Marani Law

Brucher, Thieltgen & Partners

Tempest Legal Services Monaco SARL 

LawTech

RNG Lawyers

Stevenson, Wong & Co.

Fernando Loeser
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Child Injury Law Firm of the Year | USA

Civil Law Firm of the Year | Portugal

Commercial Arbitrator of the Year | Germany

Commercial Law Firm of the Year | Australia

Commercial Law Firm of the Year | Nigeria

Commercial Lawyer of the Year | Hungary

Commercial Lawyer of the Year | Vietnam

Commercial Litigation Lawyer of the Year | Israel

Commercial Litigator of the Year | USA

Competition Lawyer of the Year | Australia

Corporate Law Firm of the Year | Cyprus

Copyright Law Firm of the Year | Egypt

Corporate Law Counsel of the Year | Canada

Corporate Law Firm of the Year | Cyprus

Corporate Lawyer of the Year | Austria

Criminal Law Firm of the Year | Spain

Dispute Resolution Law Firm of the Year | Egypt

Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year | USA

Economic Competition Lawyer of the Year | Brazil

Energy Lawyer of the Year | Turkey

Entertainment Lawyer of the Year | USA

Excellence in Arbitration Law Services | Italy

Excellence in Banking Services | Canada

Excellence in Bankruptcy Law | Spain

Keane Law Firm

Luis Miguel Amaral

Hilmar Raeschke-Kessler

Rigby Cooke

Perchstone and Graeys

Péter Komáromi

Nguyen Trung Nam

Michael Shachor

David Steinfeld

Sar Katdare

Montanios & Montanios

Challenge Law Firm

Teck Cominco Limited

Montanios & Montanios

Anton Becker

J. A. DÍAZ - Litigación Penal

Youssef & Partners

Gary McGowan

Paulo Furquim de Azevedo

M. Batuhan Eser

Matthew Berger

CONCILIA LLC

Scotiabank

Navarro Llima Abogados S.L
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WINNER LISTINGS

Excellence in Business Law Services | USA

Excellence in Charity Law | New Zealand

Excellence in Dispute Resolution | Russia

Excellence in Due Diligence Services | Portugal

Excellence in Employment Law Services | USA

Excellence in Estate Planning Law Services | USA

Excellence in Franchise Law | Australia

Excellence in Immigration Law | Greece

Excellence in Immigration Law Services | UK

Excellence in Insurance Law | Brazil

Excellence in International Transaction  
Law Services | Argentina

Excellence in IP Law | USA

Excellence in IP Litigation | UK

Excellence in Litigation Law Services | Albania

Excellence in Tax Law Services | Hungary

Excellence in Technology Law Services | USA

Family Law Firm of the Year | Canada

Family Mediation Law Firm of Year | Finland

Federal Tax Lawyer of the Year | USA

Finance Law Firm of the Year | New Zealand

Financial Law Firm of the Year | Austria

Forensic Technology Specialists of the Year | 
Switzerland

Franchise Lawyer of the Year | New Zealand

Franchise Litigation Lawyer of the Year | USA

Strasburg Law P.L.L.C.

Sue Barker Charities Law

Kovalev, Tugushi & Partners

Ernst & Young

Lamb & Barnosky, LLP

Sadis & Goldberg LLP

Marsh & Maher Lawyers

Risvas & Associates Law Firm

Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

Santos Bevilaqua Advogados 

Bunge Smith & Lucha a Puig Abogados

Reising Ethington PC 

Venner Shipley LLP

E. I. HAJDINI

Gobert & Partners Attorneys at Law

Law Office of Jenna F Karadbil

Nelson Family Law

Aitor Sevillano - Legal Services

Stephanie Loomis-Price

Dermot Ross & Co

KWR Karasek Wietrzyk RechtsanwÇÏlte GmbH 

Swiss FTS

Stewart Germann

Barry M . Heller
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WINNER LISTINGS

Fraud Litigation Lawyer of the Year | Luxembourg

Full Service Law Firm of the Year | Hong Kong

Gambling Lawyer of the Year | Israel

Immigration Law Firm of the Year | Australia

Immigration Law Firm of the Year | Canada

Immigration Lawyer of the Year | Guam

Immigration Lawyer of the Year | Netherlands

Immigration Lawyer of the Year | USA

Innovation in Legal Services | Australia

Insurance Lawyer of the Year | Spain

IP Law Firm of the Year | France

IP Law Firm of the Year | Hong Kong

IP Lawyer of the Year | Nicaragua

IP Lawyer of the Year | USA

Litigation & Dispute Resolution Lawyer  
of the Year | Germany

Litigation Law Firm of the Year | USA

Litigation Law Firm of the Year | USA

Media Lawyer of the Year | UK

Motoring Law Firm of the Year | UK

Pharmaceuticals Lawyer of the Year | Germany

Private Equity Law Firm of the Year | France

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year | Bulgaria

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year | Italy

Securities Lawyer of the Year | Australia

Max Mailliet

Vivien Chan & Co

Dotan Baruch

Immigration Solutions Lawyers

Larlee Rosenberg, Barristers & Solicitors

Richard  W Hamlin

Marcel Reurs

Melissa Harms

Hive Legal Pty Ltd

Luis Alfonso Fernández Manzano

Cabinet Degret

Wilkinson & Grist

Julian J Bendaña-Aragón

Ben Natter 

Dimitrios Christopoulos

Goodell DeVries Leech & Dann LLP

Bailey Kennedy, LLP

David Jackson 

Motoring Offence Solicitors

Preu Bohlig & Partner

LL BERG

Plamen Yotov

Alessandro De Rosa

Chris Clarke
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Securities Lawyer of the Year | USA 

Shipping Law Firm of the Year | England

Tax Law Firm of the Year | Sweden

Tax Law Firm of the Year | USA

Tax Lawyer of the Year | Australia

Tax Litigation Lawyer of the Year | Canada

Tax Professional of the Year | Portugal

Technology Lawyer of the Year | England

Trademark Lawyer of the Year | China

Trademark Lawyer of the Year | New Zealand

White Collar Crime Law Firm of the Year | Australia

James Klimek

BDM Law LLP

Peter Nordquist Advokatbyrå AB

Ecton Law Firm P A

Chris Peadon

David W. Chodikoff

Catarina Breia

Rory Graham

George  Chan

Sue Irwin

Nyman Gibson Miralis
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Advocate of the Year 

Sean Randall-Morris - St Catherine’s Chambers

St Catherine’s Chambers is a UK-based arbitration firm founded in 2013. 
Having originally focused its specialisation solely in construction law and 
dispute resolution, the firm expanded its expertise to also offer services to 
sectors including defence, private clients (particularly in matters of family 
law), clinical negligence, and intellectual property, amongst others. A 
boutique firm, St Catherine’s Chambers provides expert services to clients 
throughout the UK and abroad – particularly in Gibraltar.

The set’s defining features are its breadth and flexibility. The sheer range of 
services it offers afford it a wealth of experience in different matters, whilst 
its flexibility allows it to deliver services in unique and novel ways. Each of 
the lawyers at St Catherine’s is qualified in industry as well as law, allowing 
them to operate as experts in their field. Their service is delivered directly to 
the client, rather than clients making visits to the London office. This allows 
them to offer a service which is convenient and can operate anywhere in the 
UK, pioneering a methodology which prioritises client care. 

At the head of this service is Sean Randall-Morris, the Head of Chambers 
and an IT buff. Randall-Morris’s interest in IT has allowed the firm to keep 
pace with technological developments, giving the firm an edge in the 
range of equipment they use and the way in which they access and store 
data. Happiest when unravelling a technically difficult and complex dispute, 
Randall-Morris enjoys simplifying the complicated and is known for quickly 
cutting to the heart of an issue. With a straight-talking confident style, he is 
tenacious in pursuit or defence. 

Randall-Morris’s practice is exciting and diverse, its technological capabilities 
allowing him to serve clients wherever they live and work, rather than 
holding domain in a specific geographical area. Specialising in contract and 
commercial law, he undertakes advocacy for all forms of disputes. Those 
disputes are resolved by arbitration or adjudication and are the foundation 
of his practice, his practical construction experience leaning him toward 
construction and infrastructure based disputes. The Corporate LiveWire 
judging panel found that Sean Randall-Morris’s approachable personality 
(coupled with creative and strategic thinking) had allowed him to effectively 
guide St Catherine’s to its position of national prestige as a trendsetter in 
embracing and adopting new technologies and approaches. 

Sean Randall-Morris
Head of Chambers
www.scclaw.uk
+44 (0) 20 7666 3069 
sean.randall@scclaw.uk
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Antitrust & Competition Lawyer of the Year

Stephen Neuwirth - Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP (“Quinn Emanuel”) is a global law 
firm with offices in Los Angeles, New York, London, Moscow, Hong Kong and 
Sydney, among others. Established in 1986, it is renowned as one of the most 
prestigious and selective law firms in the world, counting corporate giants 
like Sony Corporation of America, Google and Qualcomm among its clientele. 
Each of its offices boasts an exceptional team of dedicated professionals. In 
turn, this creates an extensive resource pool which can deliver results on a 
global scale, ensuring clients always receive premium care. The firm counts 
a number of leading legal figures among its employees, nurturing the talents 
of individuals so as to provide thorough expertise delivered by a recognisable 
professional. 

When assessing the firm’s extensive capabilities, the Corporate LiveWire 
judging panel found that partner Stephen Neuwirth was a shining example 
of what Quinn Emanuel can offer. Based out of New York (the firm’s largest 
office), Neuwirth chairs the worldwide antitrust and competition law practice. 
Not only does he embody the premium practice quality of Quinn Emanuel 
itself but he also represents leading expertise in his field. He has earned 
recognition and accolades from a number of international agencies and 
bodies – including winning the same award with Corporate LiveWire in 2016 – 
serving as a leading voice in the development and understanding of corporate 
transactions and antitrust issues. This immense renown reflects the results he 
can provide to clients; in 2014-2015 alone, he achieved over $800 million US 
dollars in recoveries when representing plaintiffs, a sizable portion of the $2.5 
billion total recovered by the wider firm.

Stephen Neuwirth is an invaluable figure in the US antitrust and competition 
community,  his near three decades’ experience allowing him to serve in 
a range of areas. This includes both private practice and government, as 
Associate White House Counsel to the President of the United States during the 
Clinton administration, from 1993 to 1996. Neuwirth’s proficiency allows him 
to serve clients as both defence and prosecution. In turn, this has allowed him 
to weigh in on some of the most important litigation matters in the nation. His 
achievements include the voluntary dismissal of class action antitrust claims 
on three separate occasions – in each instance without the clients having to 
make any monetary payment. 

Stephen Neuwirth
Partner
www.quinnemanuel.com
+1 212 849 7000 
stephenneuwirth@quinnemanuel.com
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Arbitration Law Firm of the Year

Haya Rashed Al Khalifa Law Firm

Shaikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa is principal and founding partner of Haya 
Rashed Al Khalifa Bureau of Attorney. Shaikha Haya is also currently the 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Bahrain Chamber for Dispute 
Resolution (since 2010) and Chairperson of ICC National Committee in Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce. In 2017, Shaikha Haya Al-Khalifa was independently 
endorsed by IFLR1000 as a leading lawyer in Bahrain in the practice areas of 
banking and finance, capital markets and mergers and acquisitions.

In 2018, Shaikha Haya was honoured to be elected as president of the 
World Heritage Committee at the UNESCO. As of January 2018 she has also 
been a member of the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial 
Arbitration for two years. Furthermore, Shaikha Haya has been selected to 
participate as a member of the Senior Panel of Jurors of Princess Sabeeka 
Bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global Award for Women’s Empowerment (United 
Nation Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women). 

During the last 30 years, Haya Rashed Al Khalifa Bureau of Attorney has 
gained national and international reputation for outstanding representation 
of clients as a full service legal firm. Haya Rashed Al Khalifa Bureau of Attorney 
has been a front-runner in Bahrain’s legal system, providing consultation to 
some diverse and distinguished clientele seeking accurate and professional 
representation both in the courts of justice and in business.

With its extensive experience of litigation and advisory service, the firm 
has proven to be pivotal to the provision of legal counsel to the Bahraini 
community, especially in regards to major international projects, and focused 
extensively on serving as a catalyst to national development. The firm is 
entrusted with the confidence of Bahrain’s public and private institutions and 
enterprises as well as international banks, investment advisors, accountancy 
firms, multinational companies and prominent individuals from around  
the world.

Haya Rashed Al Khalifa Bureau of Attorney gets into working relationships with 
numerous leading international law firms. Their masterful capabilities both 
technical and legal, together with a progressive outlook and enviable business 
and political connections ensure that its clients receive the absolute edge in 
legal support, and that their interests are always protected and served.

Shaikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa
Founder
www.hraklf.com
+973 17 537771 
h.alkhalifa@hraklf.com
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Arbitration Law Firm of the Year 

JusContractus

JusContractus is a full-service firm, with a primary focus on arbitration and 
commercial law. Utilising the skills of a highly motivated team, JusContractus 
has been widely recognised for its efforts in arbitration law, earning prestige 
and acclaim for its unique approach. The firm has attracted much industry 
recognition since its formation in 2013, reflecting the esteemed manner in 
which the firm practices. This service is characterised by its quality and cost-
efficient manner, the firm providing effective litigation support in all aspects, 
covering all Courts and Forums, including the Supreme Court.

The Delhi-based firm is renowned for its ability to fully draw out the skills of 
its team of dedicated professionals to offer service which is comprehensive 
and efficacious. One of their key philosophies is that successful and effective 
legal solutions must be delivered with a combination of shrewd insight and 
creative thinking. To this end, the Corporate LiveWire judging panel was 
impressed with how JusContractus use the complexity of litigation as a 
strategic tool, their in-depth experience and understanding of legal issues 
allowing them to offer results-oriented solutions which can be perfectly 
tailored to the client’s needs. 

This service is delivered by a network of forward-thinking legal professionals, 
led by JusContractus founder Payal Chawla. Chawla is a Rotary Scholar, a 
Russel Baker Fellow and a recipient of the University of Chicago International 
House Grant. She is also an independent director of Ballarpur Industries 
Limited, Jamna Auto and the Nani Palkhivala Arbitration Centre, and part of 
the Board of Governors of IILM, management institute at Lodhi Road. These 
appointments represent Chawla’s immense value to India’s legal landscape, 
her skills making her a key player on the global stage. 

Chawla regularly writes on legal matters for newspapers and other 
publications, her expertise offering an invaluable insight into the workings 
of arbitration law on both a domestic and international scale. These 
publications also stretch to scholarly pieces – including a Supreme Court 
judgement critique on arbitrability of fraud, published in the prestigious 
International Arbitration Law Review. In addition, Chawla also participates 
in speaking events, her most recent engagement being in Mumbai at the 
IDEX Legal Awards 2017, speaking about domestic arbitration and the new 
amendments to the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. 

www.juscontractus.com
+91 9811 777 786 
payalchawla@juscontractus.com
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Boutique Commercial Law Firm of the Year

Achsnick Pape Opp Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH

For over two decades, Achsnick Pape Opp Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH 
(APO) has served as a leading German boutique law firm from their office in 
Cologne. Founded by Norbert Landwehr (a prominent lawyer, crisis mentor 
and expert in crisis management), the firm currently comprises seven lawyers 
and three back-office employees, specialising in business law expertise 
based upon over 25 years’ consultancy experience, with particular focus on 
insolvency law and corporate law. Each of the firm’s lawyers are lecturers in 
restructuring subjects for tax advisors and professional audiences, and are 
regularly published in specialist journals, demonstrating their exceptional 
value as experts within their field. 

APO’s main activities are; restructuring advice, security pool administration, 
trusteeships and litigation, especially in regards to insolvency contesting or 
director’s liability. The company act on a nationwide basis and – in particular 
cases – even instances of cross-border cooperation. As one of the top three 
Security Pool Administrators (Suppliers Pools) in Germany, APO is mandated 
to enforce suppliers’ security rights in insolvency proceedings and avoid 
damages for credit insurers. For that reason, they are also a member of 
ACQUES Law Network, a multi-jurisdictional global network of highly 
experienced law firms created to service the legal advisory needs of trade 
credit and surety insurers.

The company’s strongest adjudicating factor is its extensive level of expertise; 
APO’S advisors are equipped with economical know-how and high legal 
expertise that allows them to offer advice and assistance with exceptional 
reaction times. Their advisors are present on site, providing fast, creative and 
pragmatic solutions which give clear and understandable recommendations 
to their clients. Each client can expect high commitment, efficient work, and 
trustworthiness in every interaction; the restructuring sector in Germany is still 
highly based on networking, meaning that the importance of a robust support 
network and experience pool is paramount to the success of each client. 

APO have carefully nurtured their network to ensure that each case further 
develops the abilities of the wider company, something which greatly 
impressed the Corporate LiveWire judging panel. The panel recognised that 
the company’s ability to seamlessly integrate both precedent and innovation 
into their offer (via the development and incorporation of legal tech, 
including the implementation of digitalisation in the legal sector) was key to 
their ability to stay abreast of the latest developments in both domestic and 
international law. 

www.manager-anwaelte.de
+49 (0) 221 9127 340  
mail@manager-anwaelte.de
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Boutique Full-Service Law Firm of the Year 

Dinner Martin Attorneys

Dinner Martin Attorneys is a full-service law firm based in the Cayman Islands, 
comprising both advocacy and traditional solicitor practice areas. The firm 
advise on everything from civil litigation, arbitration/mediations, investment 
and hedge funds, to matters of corporate law, including; insolvency and 
restructuring, enforcement of foreign judgements, business establishment 
and licensing, and asset tracing/recovery. 

This wealth of expertise is managed by the firm’s extensive network of 
professionals, each with their own specialisation that allows them to deliver 
comprehensive levels of service excellence. Dinner Martin pride themselves on 
fostering a corporate culture where the contributions and experience of each 
individual feed into and fuel the wider methodology, forging a collaborative 
relationship with each client. 

Managing Partner David Dinner specialises in general corporate/commercial 
litigation and medical malpractice/clinical negligence claims, as well as 
insolvency and corporate/commercial disputes. Partner Randall Martin is 
Caymanian with an extensive knowledge of the local markets, laws and 
procedures. His practice focuses on business establishment and licensing, real 
estate conveyancing, immigration and employment law, wills, trusts, probate, 
trademarks and aircraft/vessel registration. Both David and Randall are Notary 
Publics for the Cayman Islands, affording them a unique insight into the 
workings of the territory and how best to approach their services. 

The honourable Justice Alex Henderson, QC joined the firm after retiring 
as a Grand Court Judge in the Cayman Islands. Prior to his appointment 
in Cayman, he was a Supreme Court Judge in British Columbia, Canada.  
He brings a wealth of experience to the firm and is able to weigh in with legal 
opinions on Cayman Islands law, serving expert advice to international clients 
and arbitrating multijurisdictional matters. Dinner Martin also named attorney 
Michael Wingrave the newest partner of the firm. Michael, a highly qualified UK 
Barrister, specialises in general commercial litigation, insurance and clinical/
professional negligence claims, as well as insolvency and other common law 
matters.

The Corporate LiveWire judging panel believes this exceptional talent pool 
has afforded Dinner Martin a level of world-class service quality. As each 
partner can specialise in a specific area, the firm is able to offer one of the 
most comprehensive range of solutions in the international legal market. 
Each individual’s abilities and achievements have afforded the firm a sense of 
unparalleled insight into the changing legal world which, in turn, has afforded 
their clients great success. 

www.dinnermartin.com 
+1 (345) 745 5012 
clients@dinnermartin.com 
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Boutique Law Firm of the Year 

Tempest Legal Services Monaco SARL

Professionalism and experience are the founding pillars of Tempest Legal 
Services Monaco’s (“Tempest”) legal practice. Utilising the skills and experience 
of legal professionals – some with over 30 years’ experience practising law in 
Monaco – Tempest provides one of the most unique and prestigious legal 
service packages in the country, drawing on their extensive experience to offer 
a diverse miscellany of services to cover various legal sectors. One of the firm’s 
chief concerns is its ability to focus on all issues of regulation, compliance, 
training, outsourcing and governance within the principality, including 
financial services, anti-money laundering and data protection. 

Tempest offers its advice to private and family offices, banks, investment 
advisers, brokers, regulatory authorities, corporations and private individuals 
alike. It also advises on Monaco immigration and residence matters (both for 
businesses and individuals), as well as how to move to and set up in Monaco. 
Tempest also advise on wills, trusts, foundations, and estate and tax planning 
for private individuals and the private international law implications of a 
Monaco presence. This advice extends only to the non-contentious legal and 
strategic issues of clients, whether in the Principality of Monaco or beyond.

Operating exclusively within Monaco, the firm exhibits a level of dedicated 
specialism which allows it to best serve the interests of businesses and 
individuals within the country. Tempest is intimately familiar with Monaco’s 
laws and legal traditions, representing the culmination of experience and 
skills of its founding partners Nathalie Tanzi and William Easun. William has 
practised law in Monaco for over 35 years, whilst Nathalie has practised law in 
both Monaco and France for 25 years. This allows greater understanding of the 
nuances of laws within the principality, as well as the necessary information to 
craft legal strategy tailored to the needs of their clientele. 

The Corporate LiveWire judging panel was particularly impressed with how 
Tempest is able to seamlessly fuse its internal experience and expertise with 
a robust network of external professionals (including solicitors, notaries, 
accountants, barristers and private bankers) to deliver peerless quality. As an 
independent firm, Tempest is able to work alongside international bodies that 
require Monaco-based legal counsel, showcasing their niche speciality and 
prestige as a firm, as well as allowing them to operate with integrity on an 
international scale. 

www.tempestlegal.com
+377 97981097 
info@tempestlegal.com
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Business Lawyer of the Year

Fernando Loeser  - Loeser e Portela Advogados 

From its inception, Loeser e Portela Advogados (“LPA”) has drawn upon 
solid prior experience to become Brazil’s pre-eminent experts in the field 
of business law and tax consultancy and controversy services. The firm 
was established in 1989, providing professional excellence, versatility and 
dedicated customer care which facilitated quick growth. In turn, this has 
allowed them to act in some of Brazil’s legal and corporate centres, whilst 
also building relationships with correspondent law firms abroad. Working 
alongside these firms has enabled LPA to tailor their services to meet the 
complex challenges companies face with globalisation, staying at the 
forefront of developments in international policy. This has influenced the 
services they provide, allowing them to craft complete solutions for the legal 
structuring of its clients’ businesses on a global scale.

LPA utilises the talents of a dedicated network of professionals to deliver 
premium quality, ensuring professional independence and administrative 
and corporate autonomy for its clients. This knowledgeable service can be 
found from the executive level – its founders were leading experts even 
before the firm was fully founded – right down to its newest employees, 
regularly recruiting promising individual’s from Brazil’s leading universities. 
The firm recognises the immense value of its employees and nurtures 
a productive environment which benefits employee and client alike, its 
development programme ensuring that it can maintain a qualified and 
motivated team of lawyers. Partner Fernando Loeser is a strong example of 
how the firm applies (and develops) the talents of an individual to expand its 
own capabilities. 

Loeser joined the firm in 1989 as senior lawyer and was made into a 
partner in 1997. At LPA, he has earned renown as a leading legal authority 
in areas including corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, public law, 
compliance, and tax consultancy and controversy services. In addition, he 
works alongside entrepreneurs to offer insights into Brazilian employment 
law as well as helping with HNWI and Family Owned Companies in the 
implementation of Succession Plans and Corporate Governance best 
practices. The Corporate LiveWire judging panel feel this combination of 
pre-eminent status and thorough expertise is representative of the value of 
Loeser e Portela Advogados as a whole. In particular, they were impressed 
by the way that Loeser has developed his skills and knowledge over three 
decades to achieve results for his clients, whilst also leading conversations in 
business law in Brazil, identifying new issues as they arise.  

Fernando Loeser 
Partner
www.loeserportela.com.br
+55 11 3879 2800
fernando.loeser@lpadv.com.br
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Commercial Litigation Lawyer of the Year 

Michael Shachor - Menes & Co.

Michael Shachor is the managing partner of Michael Shachor, Menes & 
Co., a prestigious law firm based in Tel-Aviv. Shachor is an exceptional 
creative litigator, providing his clientele with professional services in 
complex commercial litigation, cross-border and fraud associated litigation 
services. The firm provides exceptional legal services in areas of complex 
commercial and international litigation and arbitration, general corporate 
and international law.

Shachor specialises in strategic litigation counselling and litigation 
optimisation and efficiency. Alongside his firm, Shachor serves a number 
of high-profile clients, including renowned international brands such as 
McDonalds, Estee Lauder and the British Marathon Group, as well as the 
interests of notable entrepreneurs including Nessim D. Gaon (Aprofim, 
Noga), David Azrieli (the Azrieli Group) and Balram Chainrai (Hornington 
Enterprises Limited), whom he serves as global legal advisor. This extensive 
expertise is a crucial factor in Shachor’s ability to serve such a high-profile 
clientele, drawing on precedent whilst also maintaining a sense of creativity 
and innovation to best meet their needs. He is a renowned expert in private 
international law and has extensive practice in international disputes, 
including those related to international arbitration courts. 

This expertise is not geographically limited; Shachor has also managed 
international disputes via domestic lawyers in foreign jurisdictions, while 
making these domestic services cost effective. This factor greatly impressed 
the Corporate LiveWire judging panel; not only does this demonstrate the 
high value of his abilities on a global scale, but it also illustrates how he is able 
to utilise his reputation to deliver services directly to a client’s locale, offering 
unparalleled levels of convenience. A further adjudicating factor which 
impressed the judging panel is Shachor’s status as a pacesetter in matters of 
both domestic and international law; multiple well-known precedents in the 
Israeli Supreme Court are registered under his name. 

Michael Shachor
Founding Partner
www.shachorlaw.com
+972 3 608 1797 
michaels@shachorlaw.com
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Energy Lawyer of the Year

Mr. Batuhan Eser  - Kurucu Law Offices

Batuhan Eser has been practicing as a lawyer registered with Ankara Bar 
since the beginning of 2005. His expertise is mainly focused on Energy Law, 
Construction Law, Companies Law, International Law and International 
Commercial Arbitration. He has also supplemented his wealth of knowledge 
by completing a Master of Laws degree in the field of International Commercial 
Dispute Resolution at the University of Westminster in London in 2009.

Throughout his career, Eser has provided consistent legal support to many  
local and international clients. He has showcased a comprehensive 
understanding of petroleum and natural gas exploration and production 
activities, transportation and storage activities, sales and marketing activities, 
electricity production, supply and trade, company establishment and 
structuring, due diligence procedures and project financing of construction 
and infrastructure projects.

In 2015, Eser was named as one of three founding partners of Kurucu Law 
Firm. This move enabled him to continue to flourish, particularly within 
his specialisation in energy and natural resources. As the legal consultant 
of an association composed of private companies active in the petroleum 
exploration and production sector in Turkey, Eser was involved in studies 
concerning the enactment of new Turkish Petroleum Law and the Turkish 
Petroleum Law Implementation Regulations. Eser was able to effectively 
navigate the evolving legislative landscape making him an integral resource 
for his client’s in overcoming new challenges relating to regulatory compliance.

He has provided legal consult to international petroleum companies in their 
negotiations with governmental bodies for concession agreements. Eser 
has provided legal support to local and international companies active in the 
electricity market in Turkey regarding the Electricity Markets Law, the Electricity 
Markets Licence Regulation, the Renewable Energy Law, the Geothermal Energy 
Law, and other legislation relating to electricity and renewable energy resources. 
Eser is also able to provide consultancy services regarding companies licencing 
processes with state agencies (particularly, the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources, the Energy Markets Regulatory Authority, the General Directorate of 
Renewable Energy, and the General Directorate of State Hydraulic Works) and 
with other private companies.

By choosing to utilise the services of Batuhan Eser, clients are able to benefit 
from his involvement in studies concerning the enactment of new regulations, 
his extensive network of contacts with state agencies, government bodies and 
other private companies, as well as a deep understanding of the legal challenges 
and compliance issues acquired through many years of experience representing 
clients of all sizes.

Mr. Batuhan Eser
Founding Partners
www.kurucuhukuk.com
+90 532 456 16 77 
beser@kurucuhukuk.com
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Excellence in Employment Law Services

Lamb & Barnosky, LLP

Lamb & Barnosky, LLP is one of Long Island, New York’s largest and most 
prestigious full-service law firms, representing a wide variety of corporate, 
municipal and individual clients. Founded in 1981, the US legal professionals 
have guided their practice by the principle that all work be performed in 
accordance with the highest professional and ethical standards. As such, the 
firm has attained recognition from a number of legislative bodies, including an 
AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell for the highest standard of legal ability and 
professional standards of conduct and ethics. In addition, they have also been 
named to the National Register of Preeminent Lawyers and hold a New York 
City Tier One/National Tier-Two ranking in Labour Law-Management.

Employment law is a key aspect of Lamb & Barnosky’s practice, utilising the 
talents of a team of dedicated specialists to offer a comprehensive service. 
Clients range from “mom and pop” (small, independent or family-owned) 
businesses and not-for-profit organisations, to large publicly-held corporations 
and municipalities. Their legal services also include representation in litigation 
on a wide range of matters. These include alternative dispute resolution, 
defamation and collective bargaining, as well as acting in matters of business 
restructuring including relocation, closure, acquisitions and reductions in 
force. The firm dispense advice on everything from employee evaluation, 
employment agreements and discipline and discharge, to grievance 
arbitration, mediation and severance agreements. 

Lamb & Barnosky frequently appears before arbitrators and local agencies. 
They have an extensive case-history of dealing with everyone from the New 
York State Division of Human Rights and U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, to local Human Rights Commissions, the Workers’ Compensation 
Board and the Office of Civil Rights. This experience provides invaluable insight 
into the particulars and necessities of employment-law issues, including more 
high-profile instances and issues which require a more finessed approach, 
including sexual harassment, unfair labour practices, and whistle-blower and 
retaliation claims. 

The extensive and complex nature of Lamb & Barnosky’s practice is one 
of their most defining factors, their abilities refined to achieve a national 
reputation as leading professionals in the field of employment law. The firm’s 
attorneys regularly counsel employers on day-to-day labour relations, hiring 
matters and litigation avoidance, offering a “real world” approach for practical 
solutions to any potential issues, for discernible results that can help shape 
future employment law policies. 

www.lambbarnosky.com
+1 631 694 2300 
snb@lambbarnosky.com
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Excellence in Immigration Law

Risvas & Associates Law Firm

For over 35 years, Risvas & Associates has served as a leading law firm in Athens, 
advising international investors and private clients on every aspect of law. Key 
to this service has been their prestigious legal team, staffed by experienced 
and highly-reputable lawyers. Each of the firm’s professionals specialises in 
various areas of domestic and international law, allowing the firm to serve 
as a leader in civil litigation, corporate and commercial concerns, claims and 
investment migration law.

Serving as a full-service boutique law firm, Risvas & Associates has amassed 
a wealth of experience, its reputation allowing it to serve on cutting-edge 
developments in Greece. Among these, one of the most impressive and popular 
matters has been the increase of investment migration law, especially with the 
introduction of the ‘Golden Visa Programme’. The golden visa programme is 
an EU-wide programme which effectively lets non-EU citizens attain residency 
status in exchange for an investment in property as set out in law. This allows 
the investor to become a citizen of that country and affords non-EU residents 
the ability to travel freely through most EU states. Greece operates the most 
cost-effective programmes in Europe, the minimum real estate purchase set 
at €250,000. 

As a qualified member of the Investment Migration Council, Risvas & 
Associates are on-hand to assist investors with this process, providing them 
all the technical know-how and local knowledge needed to foster smooth 
transitions. As part of this service, the firm offer services in property selection, 
sale transaction, bank account opening, Tax Identification Number issuance, 
registration of the property in the relevant Land Registry and post-sale and 
application services (key holding, maintenance, cleaning, renting). Though 
the minimum investment cost is set at €250,000, Risvas & Associates also 
offer comprehensive calculation services which can identify the real cost of 
migration investment, including closing costs, and government and legal fees. 

The Corporate LiveWire judging panel feels that Risvas & Associates’ extensive 
experience has afforded them a unique insight into Greek law, which they have 
continued to leverage to position themselves as innovators in legal services. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in their comprehensive approach towards 
serving legal solutions in the golden visa programme, their abilities allowing 
businesses and individuals to set up in the country seamlessly. 
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Alexander N. Risvas
Managing Partner
www.risvaslaw.gr
+30 210 6462352 
info@risvaslaw.gr
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Excellence in IP Litigation

Venner Shipley LLP

Venner Shipley LLP is a leading firm of European intellectual property 
attorneys headquartered in the UK. The firm boasts patent attorneys, 
trade mark attorneys, solicitors and barristers, serving clients from around 
the world, including those from European countries such as Germany and 
France, as well as those from other continents, with services extending as far 
as China, South Korea and Japan. The international reach of its clientele has 
been factored into how the firm develops its offer, whether in the opening of 
offices where it already serves companies (as in Germany) or in the nurturing 
of its own corporate culture in a way that allows it to respect the culture of 
each client it serves. 

The firm operates in a diverse range of sectors, serving everything from 
aerospace and biotechnology to medical devices, retail and fashion. 
This demands that the company adopt a flexible approach to its services, 
tailoring each interaction to meet the needs of that particular client – be 
it an individual investor, SME, university or major international corporation. 
By combining an adaptable approach and extensive refinement of its 
services, the company has been able to establish itself as one of the pre-
eminent forces in IP litigation, operating in landmark cases and developing a 
thorough methodology which offers peerless client care. 

The key factor in the firm’s development (and continued service excellence) 
is its robust network of individual professionals who can offer a wealth of 
expertise to each client they serve. James Tumbridge is a partner of the firm, 
as well as a barrister whose practice is litigation-focused. Tumbridge has 
worked on landmark litigation cases (including the Supreme Court decision 
in R. v. Prudential on the issue of whether legal professional privilege applies 
to non-lawyers representing the interests of the IP community). He also 
serves as an ad hoc advisor to various UK MPs and MEPs on a range of IP and 
dispute issues. Through his engagement with policymakers he has extensive 
Government relations experience and advises clients on how to prepare 
for legislative changes and regulation compliance. The Corporate LiveWire 
judging panel feels that Tumbridge is a shining example of the esteemed 
expertise that Venner Shipley offers, utilising the skills of an individual to 
augment the abilities and services of the wider firm to offer peerless service 
and industry-leading methodology.

James Tumbridge
Partner
www.vennershipley.co.uk
+44 (0) 20 7600 4212 
 jtumbridge@vennershipley.co.uk
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Litigation & Dispute Resolution Lawyer of the Year 

Dimitrios Christopoulos - ARQIS Rechtsanwälte

ARQIS was founded in 2006 around two principles – competence and 
experience. Every aspect of the firm’s service is designed to deliver on these 
principles, utilising the skills and personalities of its professionals to offer 
exceptional consultation services. An independent firm, ARQIS now operates 
in Germany and Japan, with offices in Düsseldorf, Munich and Tokyo. 

ARQIS recognise the importance individual effort plays in turning a good 
service into great and thusly operate a corporate culture which nurtures 
the talents of these individuals into something exceptional. The Corporate 
LiveWire judging panel found the skills of firm partner Dimitrios Christopoulos 
to be a shining example of how this philosophy has allowed the firm to 
transform their methodology and offer leading legal services.

Christopoulos is a prestigious litigation and dispute resolution lawyer in 
Germany who started his career at Clifford Chance, specialising in technical 
litigation, plant construction and engineering related matters. Before 
Christopoulos became a lawyer, he had been an electrical and electronics 
technician for eight years and gained experience in the fields of machinery 
and engineering. This has afforded him a deep knowledge and understanding 
of technology-related disputes, which in turn informs his approach in handling 
them effectively. This personal insight is typical of the service ARQIS provide, 
utilising the personal interests and histories of their employees to deliver 
consultation and representation with shrewd insights.

Furthermore, Christopoulos offers specialised services in product liability and 
professional liability matters and is well known as defence counsel for large 
law-firms in professional malpractice matters. Recently he and his team have 
successfully defended Clifford Chance before the court in the first instance, in a 
professional malpractice litigation initiated by the German billionaire Carsten 
Maschmeyer for alleged inadequate advice in connection with his attempt to 
take over financial services company MLP AG.

Approximately 45 lawyers provide exceptionally high standards of legal 
advice to domestic and foreign companies, regarding key issues of German 
and Japanese commercial law. The prime focuses are in the fields of mergers 
and acquisitions, corporate law, private equity, venture capital, labour law, 
private clients, intellectual property law and litigation and dispute resolution.
Personal expertise and renown play a large part in the execution of ARQIS’ 
principles, the firm ensuring its success by fostering a unique pool of talent 
across multiple disciplines. 

Dimitrios Christopoulos
Partner
www.arqis.com
+49 211 13069 120 
dimitrios.christopoulos@arqis.com

Christopoulos offers 
specialised services in 
product liability and 
professional liability 

matters and is well known 
as defence counsel for large 

law-firms in professional 
malpractice matters.

GERMANY



38     Legal Awards 2017/18

Real Estate Lawyer of the Year 

Alessandro De Rosa - Tonucci & Partners

Alessandro De Rosa is an Italian legal professional and a leading force in 
international real estate law as a partner of specialist firm Tonucci and Partners 
(“Tonucci”), as well as the founder of Spadafora De Rosa Studio Legale e 
Tributario (“Spadafora De Rosa Law and Tax Firm”). Tonucci has been a mainstay 
of the international real estate market since the late 1990s, when it began with 
particular focus on Eastern Europe. The company has grown rapidly largely 
thanks to the efforts of its passionate workforce, achieving prestigious results 
in Italy and abroad with their offer of high-quality assistance in all types of real 
estate transactions. 

As of 2014, Alessandro De Rosa has served as a partner of Tonucci, affording him 
a wider scope for delivering exceptional real estate legal services to serve both 
domestic and international markets. De Rosa is a talented professional with 
a unique client-oriented approach which is underpinned by an international 
network of contacts and resources. He has established an effective and 
vigorous working relationship with professionals in major countries including 
the United States, Russia, England, and China, as well as in emerging countries 
such as Brazil, South Africa, Romania, and Montenegro.

This extensive network and history has directly contributed to the unique 
methodology De Rosa applies when practicing. His services are embodied by 
a dedication to understanding the distinctive characteristics of each client, and 
provide consulting services based on a solid knowledge of legal aspects and 
market conditions. In turn, this allows him to meet each customer’s specific 
needs, going beyond the traditional attorney-client relationship. Recognising 
the increasing demand for interactive expert resources, De Rosa has been 
able to structure his practice and services in such a way as to ensure trust and 
continuity. Above all else, De Rosa’s priority is direct involvement during the 
strategic planning and decision-making process. 

The Corporate LiveWire judging panel recognised how this commitment to 
innovative client relationships has driven much of the innovation that has 
placed De Rosa in such esteem on an international scale. His extensive range 
of services are supported by an impressive commitment to research and 
staying up-to-date, demonstrating how he has consolidated and developed 
his position in residential, industrial and commercial markets, constantly 
expanding how he structures his practices and the type of services offered to 
his clients.

Alessandro De Rosa
Partner 
www.tonucci.com
+39 06 362 271
aderosa@tonucci.com
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Tax Professional of the Year

Catarina Breia  - Santos Carvalho & Associados SROC, S.A.

Santos Carvalho & Associados SROC, S.A. is a prestigious institution rated 
among the top 10 accounting firms in the world (as rated by the International 
Accounting Bulletin Survey) and member of Nexia International – a worldwide 
network of independent accounting and consulting firms. This sense of 
peerless international prestige is reflected by the company’s commitment 
to developing its services, facilities and staff. While the company’s extensive 
resources undoubtedly benefit each client, it is the effort of each individual 
employee that allows for a dynamic service offer and the maintenance of 
robust working relationships which can meet their individual needs. 

Catarina Breia is the embodiment of how Santos Carvalho utilises the talents 
of an individual to augment their own capabilities and offer exceptional 
service. Breia joined the firm in April 2017 as a partner and leader of the tax 
division and has since utilised her own experience and abilities to complement 
the structures already in place, thereby further improving the levels of 
service clients receive. Drawing upon almost 20 years’ experience in the tax 
department, Breia has not only helped expand the firm’s service offer, but 
also her own skills, particularly in the transfer pricing department of a big four 
firm. This demonstrates the immense value that the company place into each 
employee – not only utilising existing skills but nurturing new ones to better 
serve their clientele. 

In many ways, Breia is representative of what Santos Carvalho & Associados 
can offer to prospective clients. By working closely alongside both individuals 
and companies, she is able to guide each through both the definition and 
planning of local and global tax/transfer pricing policies, as well as its 
effective implementation, documentation and optimisation. This helps clients 
understand every step of the tax process, whilst also ensuring that all steps 
and measures taken are tax compliant. 

Breia is also able to support clients with needs in private wealth, expatriates 
support, business restructurings, mergers and acquisitions, application to tax 
& financial incentives and dispute resolution (namely in administrative and 
arbitrage processes) and in alternative dispute resolution processes (advance 
pricing agreements with local tax authorities, mutual agreement procedures, 
EU arbitrage convention). Her extensive expertise and comprehensive 
methodology was a key factor in the Corporate LiveWire judging panel’s 
decision, the panel recognising how her skills are utilised and expanded to 
meet the expansive needs of her diverse clientele.

Catarina Breia
Partner, Head of Tax
www.pt-nexia.pt
+351 91 75 75 832 
cbreia@pt-nexia.com
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